
Ancram Opera House 2020 season is made possible by the New York State Council on the 
Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the  New York State Legislature.

 

Jeffrey Mousseau & Paul Ricciardi
Directors 

PRESENTS
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A note from Heather Christian:
 
$�%UHYLDU\��DOVR�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�³7KH�'LYLQH�2I¿FHV´�RU�WKH�³&DQRQLFDO�+RXUV´��LV�D�VHULHV�RI�
8 short masses that are sung at 3-hour intervals throughout the day by Catholic cloistered 
nuns and monks.
 
A Practical Breviary is an attempt to adapt these masses for atheists and agnostics and 
DPDWHXU�SK\VLFLVWV�DQG�GHYRXWV�RI�DOO�UHOLJLRQV��7KH�³1RQH´��WKH�SLHFH�\RX�ZLOO�VSHQG�WLPH�
ZLWK�WRQLJKW���LV�D�PDVV�WKDW�WDNHV�SODFH�DW��SP��ZKLFK��LQ�&KULVWLDQ�WUDGLWLRQV��LV�DQ�KRXU�RI�
GHVSDLU�DQG�LVRODWLRQ��7R�PH��LQ�WKLV�FXUUHQW�SDQGHPLF��LW¶V�QRW�SDUWLFXODUO\�LPSRUWDQW�ZH�GR�
WKLV�DW��SP�WRGD\��DV�LQ�RXU�FXUUHQW�PRPHQW��WLPH�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�JRQH�KD\ZLUH�
  
7KLV�UHQGLWLRQ�RI�D�³1RQH´�LV�PHDQW�WR�EH�DQ�DOFKHPLVWLF�ULWXDO�WKDW�KHOSV�VKLIW�RXU�URRPV�RI�
LVRODWLRQ�LQWR�WKRVH�RI�VROLWXGH��ZKLFK�LV�D�VPDOO�FRORU�VKLIW��EXW�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�RQH�QRQHWKHOHVV��
The sound design you will hear up against this mass is taken from NASA recordings of the 
³PXVLF´�GLIIHUHQW�SODQHWV�LQ�RXU�VRODU�V\VWHP�DUH�PDNLQJ��DQG�,�KDYH�XVHG�WKHP�LQVLGH�WKH�
PXVLF�PHWDSKRULFDOO\�VR�WKDW�WKH�³KHDYHQV´�FDQ�UHVSRQG�WR�RU�MRLQ�LQ�WKHVH�UHIUDLQV��:H�VWDUW�
DW�WKH�VXQ�DQG�PRYH�RXWZDUG�XQWLO�ZH�DUH�RXW�RI�WKH�VRODU�V\VWHP��DQG�KRSHIXOO\�EDFN�LQWR�
RXU�RZQ�URRPV��ZKHUH�ZH¶YH�FOHDUHG�RXW�D�OLWWOH�ELW�PRUH�VSDFH�IRU�FRQWHPSODWLRQ�DQG�SHDFH� 
 
                  

7H[W�LQ�WKH�ÀQDO�SLHFH�ORYLQJO\�DGDSWHG�IURP�-DPHV�%DOGZLQ

Approximate running time is 55 minutes

 
HEATHER CHRISTIAN is an Obie Award-winning composer/performer and 2018 Sundance  
,QVWLWXWH� 7LPH� :DUQHU� )HOORZ�� 5HFHQW� FRPSRVLQJ�SHUIRUPLQJ� FUHGLWV� LQFOXGH� KHU� RZQ�
work Oratorio for Living Things� � �$UV� 1RYD��� Prime: A Practical Breviary (Playwrights  
+RUL]RQV�6RXQGVWDJH���Animal Wisdom��7KH�%XVKZLFN�6WDUU��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�EHLQJ�D�OHDG�
artist on devised works Mission Drift (1DW¶O�7KHDWHU�/RQGRQ���The World Is Round �%$0���
5HFHQW� )LOP� DQG� 79�� The Shivering Truth� �$GXOW� 6ZLP��� Lemon� �'LU�� -DQLF]D� %UDYR���
She was named one of Time Out NY¶V�'RZQWRZQ� ,QQRYDWRUV�7R�:DWFK�DQG� LV�D������
+DUROG� DQG�0LPL� 6WHLQEHUJ� 7UXVW� FRPPLVVLRQHH�� 6KH¶V� UHOHDVHG� ��� UHFRUGV�� WDXJKW� DW�
1<8�DQG�3ULQFHWRQ��RSHUDWHV�KHU�RZQ�UHFRUGLQJ�VWXGLR�LQ�%HDFRQ��1<��DQG�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�
regularly in concert as Heather Christian & the Arbornauts. www.heatherchristian.com.   
,QVWDJUDP��#KFDUERUQDZXWV



ABOUT ANCRAM OPERA HOUSE

$2+�� FHOHEUDWLQJ� LWV� ¿IWK� DQQLYHUVDU\� XQGHU� QHZ� OHDGHUVKLS�� RIIHUV� DQ� $SULO� WKURXJK� 'HFHPEHU� 
season of theatre, cabaret, literary, storytelling and community programs. 

AOH’s theatre productions include HOMEBODY (Berkshire Theatre Critics Award for Outstanding Solo 

Performance); WE’RE GONNA DIE; THE BROTHERS SIZE (Berkshire Theatre Critics nominations for 

Outstanding Ensemble and Outstanding Play); the American premiere of IN PRAISE OF ELEPHANTS; 
PERFORMING OLANA��DQ�RULJLQDO�VLWH�VSHFL¿F�SLHFH�VWDJHG�DW�2ODQD��AUNT LEAF, also presented in 

Aguascalientes, Mexico; and the premiere of a new musical adaptation of THE SNOW QUEEN.  

As an incubator of alternative cabaret, AOH hosts acclaimed artists including Taylor Mac 

in HOLIDAY SAUCE which went on to NYC’s Town Hall and San Francisco’s Curran  

Theater, Diana Oh who was subsequently produced at The Bushwick Starr in Brooklyn, and Stew and 

longtime collaborator Heidi Rodewald in STAGED DIVES which was then performed at Joe’s Pub in NYC. 

CRYSTAL RADIO HOUR features new short stories written by Hudson Valley and Tri-state regional 

writers, including Wesley Brown, David Rabe and Courtney Maum, that are read by professional actors. 

Community storytelling and theatre-making programs are very much at the heart of AOH’s program-

ming. REAL PEOPLE REAL STORIES (RPRS), presented twice a year, features local residents 

sharing personal, authentic narratives. LOCAL CHARACTERS, debuting this year, showcases 

community members in fun, free-wheeling conversations. AOH leads storytelling workshops for 

young people at the Northeast Community Center and, this fall, 5th and 6th graders at the Tacon-

ic Hills School. For adult learners, AOH also offers an annual spring intensive workshop focus-

ing on a particular area of theatre-making such as songwriting in 2019 and playwriting in 2020.  

AOH MISSION
Ancram Opera House creates meaningful encounters through the performing arts that forge connection. 

Through its productions, AOH offers a unique opportunity to directly experience, up close, visionary 

WKHDWUH�DUWLVWV�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKHLU�¿HOG�\HW�VHOGRP�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��$2+¶V�FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�DUWV�DQG�
storytelling programs with local residents encourage day-to-day participation in the performing arts. 

AOH seeks to foster a sense of place for a rural region and contribute to a healthier and happier community. 



7KH� $QFUDP� 2SHUD� +RXVH� SUHVHQWV� D� PL[� RI� FRQWHPSRUDU\� WKHDWUH�� DOWHUQDWLYH� 
FDEDUHW��VWRU\WHOOLQJ�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�SURJUDPV��/RFDWHG� LQ�D� IRUPHU�JUDQJH�KDOO� LQ�
UXUDO�&ROXPELD�&RXQW\��$2+�RIIHUV�D�XQLTXH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�GLUHFWO\�HQJDJH��XS�FORVH�
ZLWK�YLVRQDU\�WKHDWUH�DUWLVWV�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKHLU�¿HOG��\HW�UDUHO\�VHHQ�LQ�RXU�UHJLRQ�
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